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and follower of Savonarola, on whose death
he joined the Dominicans and assumed the
name Fra Bartolommeo, but later he was
persuaded to take up painting again. The
distribution of light and shade and the gen-
eral arrangement constitute the great merit
of his art. In the convent of San Marco
are some of Fra Bartolommeo's finished
frescoes. Some of his best productions are
a picture of Savonarola, Saint Mark in the
Pitti Palace, Saint Sebastian and Marriage
of Saint Catharine, in the Louvre, and The
Virgin upon a Throne, in Florence.
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BARTON, clara (1821-1912), an Amer-
ican philanthropist, revered founder of the
American branch of the Bed Cross Society.
She was born in Oxford, Mass., and educated
in Clinton, N. Y. Miss Barton became a
teacher, founded a free school in Bordentown,
N. J., and became clerk in the United States
patent office in 1854. When the Civil War
began she devoted
herself to the care
of wounded soldiers
on the battlefield,
and in 1864 she had
charge of the
hospitals with the
Army of the James. ^
In 1865 she visited'^1
Anclersonville, Ga., '•"'.
to mark the graves
of Union Soldiers.
She also gave her
services in the Franco-German War. In 1869,
in Switzerland, Miss Barton had come in
contact with the International Committee of
the Red Cross, and after her return to Amer-
ica, subsequent to service in the Franco-
German War, she took steps to found an
American branch of the organization. In
1881 she became its first president.
In 1884 Miss Barton represented the
United States at the Eed Cross Conference
in Geneva, Switzerland, and was also a dele-
gate to the International Peace Convention
the same year in that city. In 1883 the
United States Senate Committee on Foreign
Eelations requested her to prepare a History
of the Red Cross. In 1898 she went to Cuba
to distribute supplies furnished by the United
States Government Six years later she
resigned the presidency of the Eed Cross
Society* See red ceoss societies.
BARYTA, "bari'tahy oxide of barium,
called also heavy earth, "because it is the
 heaviest of the earths. It is generally found
in combination with sulphuric and carbonic
acids, forming sulphate and carbonate of
barium, the former of which is called heavy
spar. Baryta is a gray powder, has a sharp,
burning taste and a strong affinity for water,
and forms a hydrate with that element.
With the acids it forms white salts, all of
which are poisonous except the sulphate.
Several mixtures of sulphate of barium and
white lead are manufactured and are used as
white pigments. Carbonate of barium is also
used as the base of colors.
BASALT', a well-known igneous rock
occurring in the ancient trap and the recent
volcanic series of rocks, but most abundantly
in the former. It is a fine-grained, heavy,
crystalline rock, consisting of feldspar, augite
and magnetic iron and olivine. Basalt is
very common in regions that have been dis-
turbed by volcanic action. Its tendency to
crystallize in columns gives a peculiar char-
acter to the scenery. The columns are four-
sided, six-sided or eight-sided, and are usual-
ly jointed. Fingall's Cave on the island of
Staifa, the Giant's Causeway, Ireland, and
the Cliffs along the Columbia River in Wash-
ington are illustrations. See igneous rocks.
BAS'COM, john (1827-1911), a leading
American educator who was president of the
University of Wisconsin from 1874 to 1887
and at the same time was professor of mental
and moral philosophy in the same institution.
His principal fame was derived from several
books written by him; among these are
Political Economy, Aesthetics, The Principles
of Psychology, Philosophy of Religions, The
New Theology, Social Theory, Growth of
Nationality in the United States and God and
His Goodness.
BASCULE BRIBSE, a bridge built to lift
upwards, in two parts from the center, each
part opening and closing like a pocket
knife blade. Counterpoise weights are at the
extremes of each section. See bridge.
BASE, in chemistry, a chemical compound
which will unite with an acid to form a salt.
The metal of the base takes the place of the
hydrogen of the acid. A base may be an
oxide, as calcium oxide or lime, or a hydroxide
(hydrate), as potassium hydroxide. The
union of a base and an acid usually destroys
the properties of both. In some eases, how-
ever, not all the hydrogen of an acid is re-
placed by the metal of a base, and the salt
formed may have acid properties.

